PROHIBITED DISBURSEMENTS

The FIU Foundation has a fiduciary responsibility to our donors to assure that donations received are used according to the donor’s intent and for appropriate business related expense.  Accordingly, the following is a list of expenses that will not be paid or reimbursed through the Foundation.  This list is not intended to be all inclusive and may be updated as circumstances dictate:

1. Foundation funds may not be used to further the political or religious aspirations of an individual or group.  The Internal Revenue Service specifically prohibits the Foundation from participating in, or intervening in any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.

2. Cash donations to other charitable organizations are prohibited.  Payment for tickets to charitable events where a meal or other entertainment is provided will be allowed if attendance to the event serves a benefit to the University or Foundation, such as in cultivating or soliciting donations.

3. Foundation funds may not be used to pay penalties, fines, citations or tickets.

4. Parking decals may not be purchased with Foundation funds. Exceptions may be made for major donors (over $100M) as deemed necessary by the administration.

5. Foundation funds may not be used to purchase a membership to the University Faculty Club. Business meals at the Faculty Club may be reimbursed.

6. Salary payments or bonuses to University employees will not be paid directly to the employee by the Foundation. Funds may be transferred from a Foundation account to the University to fund salaries or bonuses. This is to ensure that the income is reported on the employees W-2 issued through the University.

7. Scholarships to University students will not paid directly by the Foundation.  Funds may be transferred to the University to support student scholarships.

8. Furniture or other office supplies intended for a home office will not be paid through the Foundation.  Foundation funds may not be used to purchase furniture and/or equipment for a University office that is deemed not to be business-related, customary, or reasonable.

9.  Dry cleaning bills will not be paid or reimbursed through the Foundation.

10. Advances, whether for travel purposes or to make purchases will not be provided through the Foundation.  All business related expenses incurred must be paid or reimbursed after the fact.

11. VISA application fees, passport application fees and photos will not be paid or reimbursed through the Foundation.

12. Expenses that may appear to be “personal perks” with no benefit to the University or the Foundation will not be paid for from Foundation funds.

13. Foundation funds may not be used to pay for Professional license fees that are not directly related to the employee’s job function or that are not required as a condition of employment.
14. Cell phones and monthly service bill will not be paid through the Foundation.
15. Costs related to obtaining or maintaining home internet connections will not be paid.
